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complished by the coming Into action of some drive
other than the two at first in conflict and throwing its
force on one side or the other. Thus far-reaching plans
of life or personal ideals may be drawn into the conflict
and administer a check to an injudicious or unworthy
tendency which is momentarily insistent.

Freedom of the will is a topic now generally relegated
to philosophy. In the sense of being uncaused and
unconditioned, freedom is certainly an uncongenial con-
cept to dynamic psychology, whose aim it is to seek for
causes. We may, perhaps, speak of the will as free in
somewhat the same sense as we call reasoning original.
Obstruction is overcome in the one case as in the other.
Internal sources of energy are tapped, and in overcom-
ing external obstructions the individual reveals his
independence, as in resolving inner conflict he may re-
veal the independence of his higher or more inclusive
self as against tendencies less closely integrated with
the self. As reasoning makes a new use of inner re-
sources, so willing gets hold in a new way of the inner
driving forces of the individual. As the originality of
reasoning is limited in that it cannot pass the bounds of
one's inner capacities nor the bounds of the real world,
so the freedom of the will, it would seem, is limited to the
forces inherent in the individual's nature, as its effec-
tiveness is limited by the general forces of nature of
which the individual is a part.